[Drug of month. Topical tacrolimus (Protopic)].
Tacrolimus is a potent inhibitor of immune mechanisms. It belongs to the macrolactam group. It inhibits the release of both Th1 and Th2 cytokines. It proves to be efficacious after topical application in the treatment of atopic dermatitis. In this indication, tacrolimus challenges topical corticosteroids. Irritation risks are present. The local immuno-depression can boost disseminated infections including herpes. The risk to promote photocarcinogenesis on the long term, and that bound to chronic resorption remain theoretical concerns that have not been assessed so far.